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How Did We Do This Past Year?How Did We Do This Past Year?How Did We Do This Past Year?How Did We Do This Past Year?        
By Craig R. Nelms, Pastor 

 

Good question!!  To answer this question we have to ask another.  Are you more 

like Jesus Christ today than you were at this time lat year?  Likeness to Jesus Christ 

is what God is after in His Church.  I love what Max Lucado says, “Jesus accepts you 

just like you are, but He loves you too much to leave you that way.”  When we take 

our eyes off of Jesus and put them on anything or anyone else we have derailed 

ourselves from God’s purpose in our life.  God has given ministers, churches, gifts of 

the Spirit, His Word, and the Holy Spirit all to work together to bring His people into 

more and more likeness of Jesus.   

 

Listen to the Apostle Paul, “We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching everyone 

with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect (mature) in Christ.  To 

this end (not to grow a big church or accumulate great numbers but to present 

God’s people mature in Christ in their behavior) I labor, struggling with all His 

energy, which so powerfully works in me.”  Colossians 1:28-29. 

 

“It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 

evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for 

works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in 

the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God (this is how we become mature, 

attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  The goal of the Church, 

what God is after in our lives).”  Ephesians 4:11-13. 

 

“For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his 

Son, so that He might be the firstborn among many brothers.”  Romans 8:29. 

 

With this goal of God in mind, let’s strive this year to seek Jesus with all of our 

hearts!  Let’s seek to know Him more and more and follow and obey Him with all of 

our strength.  Then our testimony can be more and more like the Apostle Paul who 

said, “For to me to live is Christ!”  

 

Happy New Year,  Pastor Craig 



THE PROCLAMATION / January 2015 

 

Sherwood Baptist Church, 1180 S. Flannery Road, Baton Rouge, LA  70815      (225) 275-2432 

 

Page 2 

 

 

February 17 is the deadline to 

subscribe or renew an annual 

subscription to the Baptist Message.  

The cost of each one year 

subscription is $9.25 through the 

Church.  Checks should be made 

payable to Sherwood Baptist 

Church, with the notation “Baptist 

Message” on the check.    
  

     .   .   .   Heath 

Watson, Director of Music 

 

Hello 2015!!  If this year goes any faster than 2014, 

we’ve got to get on the ball to start the revitalization 

process!  This includes the Music Department!  The 

Celebration Choir has and continues to pray that 

revival will start within them!  It’s an awesome 

blessing to lead them each week.  We ask that as 

one of your resolutions for 2015, you would pray for 

the growth and the discipline of the choir.   

 

God is doing great things among us and I’m blessed 

to lead you in Praise and Worship every week! 

 

Brook and I want to thank you for being our church 

family and loving us like you do!   

 

Happy New Year!   
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◄ December ~ January 2015 ~ February ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  

 
Office Closed  

2  
 

3  
 

4  

Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. 
Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m. 
Evening Worship 
5 p.m. 
Celebration Choir 

6 p.m. 

 

5  

 
6 p.m.   

6  
 

 

7  

 
6 p.m.   

8  

 

9  
 

10  
 

11  

Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. 
Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m. 
Evening Worship 
5 p.m. 
Celebration Choir 

6 p.m. 

 

12  
 

13  

 
11:30 a.m.   

14  

 
6 p.m.   

15  

 

16  

 
 

 
Deadline for Newsletter 

Articles 

17  
 

18  

Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. 
Morning Worship 
10:30 a.m. 
Evening Worship 
5 p.m. 
Celebration Choir 

6 p.m. 

 

19  

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day – Office Open 

 

 
Deadline for  

Business Mtg. 
Agenda Items 

20  

 
6 p.m.   

21  

 
Business Meeting 

6 p.m.   

22  

 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
Church Council 

Meeting 

4 p.m. 

26  
 

27  
 

28  

 
6 p.m.   

29  

 

30  
 

31  
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Christians and New Year’s Resolutions 

The practice of making New Year’s resolutions goes back over 3,000 years to the ancient Babylonians. There is 

just something about the start of a new year that gives us the feeling of a fresh start and a new beginning. In 

reality, there is no difference between December 31 and January 1. Nothing mystical occurs at midnight on 

December 31. The Bible does not speak for or against the concept of New Year’s resolutions. However, if a 

Christian determines to make a New Year’s resolution, what kind of resolution should he or she make? 

 

Common New Year’s resolutions are commitments to quit smoking, to stop drinking, to manage money more 

wisely, and to spend more time with family. By far, the most common New Year’s resolution is to lose weight, 

in conjunction with exercising more and eating more healthily. These are all good goals to set. However, 1 

Timothy 4:8 instructs us to keep exercise in perspective: “For physical training is of some value, but godliness 

has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.” The vast majority of New 

Year’s resolutions, even among Christians, are in relation to physical things. This should not be. 

 

Many Christians make New Year’s resolutions to pray more, to read the Bible every day, and to attend church 

more regularly. These are fantastic goals. However, these New Year’s resolutions fail just as often as the non-

spiritual resolutions, because there is no power in a New Year’s resolution. Resolving to start or stop doing a 

certain activity has no value unless you have the proper motivation for stopping or starting that activity. For 

example, why do you want to read the Bible every day? Is it to honor God and grow spiritually, or is it because 

you have just heard that it is a good thing to do? Why do you want to lose weight? Is it to honor God with your 

body, or is it for vanity, to honor yourself? 

 

Philippians 4:13 tells us, “I can do everything through Him who gives me strength. ”John 15:5 declares, “I am 

the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you 

can do nothing.” If God is the center of your New Year’s resolution, it has chance for success, depending on 

your commitment to it. If it is God’s will for something to be fulfilled, He will enable you to fulfill it. If a 

resolution is not God honoring and/or is not in agreement in God’s Word, we will not receive God’s help in 

fulfilling the resolution. 

 

So, what sort of New Year’s resolution should a Christian make? Here are some suggestions: (1) pray to the 

Lord for wisdom (James 1:5) in regards to what resolutions, if any, He would have you make; (2) pray for 

wisdom as to how to fulfill the goals God gives you; (3) rely on God’s strength to help you; (4) find an 

accountability partner who will help you and encourage you; (5) don’t become discouraged with occasional 

failures; instead, allow them to motivate you further; (6) don’t become proud or vain, but give God the glory.  

Psalm 37:5-6 says, “Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this: He will make your 

righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.” 
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Worship Matters 

 
► SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS.  I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas season.  Sunday School teachers 

enjoyed their home made cards from the Kindergarten class.  Be in prayer that those who haven’t attended 

will join their classes in this new year for bible study.  If you need literature or transportation, let Brother Craig 

and the office know 

 

► INTERIOR & FLOWER COMMITTEE.  The committee would like to thank everyone who helped decorate 

the Church for Christmas.  The Poinsettia, Nativity, and Chrismon Tree helped enrich the many worship 

services this Christmas Season.  

 

► CHURCH COUNCIL.  The Church Council will meet on Sunday, January 25, at 4 p.m., in the Choir Room.  

Please come prepared to discuss the 2015 calendar.   

 

Events & Activities 
 

► MISSION ACTION.  During the month of January, we will be 

collecting the front of used greeting cards for St. Jude’s Ranch for 

Children.  Only the front of cards can be used.  Please make sure there is 

no writing on the backside.  Hallmark, Disney, or American Greeting cards 

cannot be accepted.  Please place your card fronts in the box in the 

Rotunda.   

 

► LOTTIE MOON.  We collected $599.00 in December for the Lottie 

Moon Christmas offering for International Missions.  Thank you for your                                                      

contributions.   

 

 

SYMPATHY 

We offer our deepest sympathies to the family of Phyllis Green.  Phyllis 

went home to be with the Lord on November 13, 2014.   

 

MEMORIAL GIFTS 

Many thanks to William McLain for his generous memorial donation in 

memory of David Foutch.   
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Tel:  (225) 275-2432 

Fax:   (225) 275-2649 

E-mail: 

thechurch@sherwoodbc.org 

Web: 

www.sherwoodbc.org 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE   

REQUESTED 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

9:15 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.  Morning Worship 

5:00 p.m.  Evening Worship 

6:00 p.m.  Celebration Choir 

 

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 

6:00 p.m.  Prayer Service 

 

 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 289 

Denham Springs, LA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are building a New Testament church to reach the upcoming generation 

in the southeast Baton Rouge area, to follow Christ and thereby impact the world. 

Events & Activities (cont’d from p. 5) 

 ► YOUNG AT HEART.  Young at Heart will meet at 11:30 a.m., on Tuesday, 

January 13.  Mrs. Joan Bourgeois will share about the procedure for Hospice care.  

Lunch will be potluck.  Hope to see you there!     

► YADA YADA PRAYER GROUP.  We will meet Tuesday, January 20, in the 

home of Janet Womack (18005 Lake Iris) at 6 p.m.  The fellowship meal will be provided by Darlene 

Poindexter, Janet Womack, Candice Johnson, and Monica Gordon.  Please be ready to discuss 

Grounded, by Dave and Neta Jackson.   

► WOMEN ON MISSION.  We will meet January 5, in the Fellowship Hall at 6 

p.m.  The meal will be provided by Jan Schelin.  Eileen Vincent will co-host and 

lead the program.  All ladies are welcome.  If anyone is interested in participating 

in the crocheted plastic mats for homeless, please contact the office.  Since the 

last year flew by, I am announcing that in February, Dot Boutwell will host and 

Gwen Willis has the program.  March will be potluck for supper and Dot Boutwell will present the program.   


